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Abstract

Thirty-five patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) were studied regarding the relation-
ship between the symptom-complex in traditional Chinese medicine and the plasma level of
von Willebrand factor (vWF). vWF was higher in the patient group than in the healthy
volunteers significantly (» <0.01). Furthermore, patients were divided in two groups accord-
ing to the symptom-complex Ketsu-shoh (Xue Zheng). A pair of opposing groups consisted
of 20 patients of Ketsu-shoh and 15 of non-Ketsu-shoh. The value of vWF was significantly
higher in the Ketsu-shou group than in the non-Ketsu-shoh group (» <0.05). The present
data suggest that vWF is related to the symptom-complex of Ketsu-shoh and to the endoth-
elial perturbation in RA patients.
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Fig. 1 Standard curve between the dilution rate
of the pooled healthy plasma and the absorban-
ce at 492 nm.
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Fig. 2 Plasma levels of von Willebrand factor
both in patients and healthy volunteers. The
value in the patients group is significantly
higher than that of the control group (p <0.01).
RA ! rheumatoid arthritis.
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Fig.3 Comparison of von Willebrand factor
between Ketsu-shoh group and non-Ketsu -
shoh group. The value in Ketsu-shoh group is
significantly higher than that of the non-Ketsu-
shoh group (» <0.05). RA : rheumatoid arthri-

tis.
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